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 I can hear you now - where's the Précis, the format etc?. Good. That means you actually have 
read some of my previous reviews. Why the change? After doing these reviews for over a year now, I 
decided the old format was a little restrictive and since I have received no feedback about the format, I 
decided to stir it up a bit. You can let me know via email if you don’t like the change or if you do like the 
change. I may go back to the old style, only time will tell. Now for the review. 
 
 This is the fourth in the chronological order of the Vorkosigan saga although Borders of Infinity 
has a story that actually occurs just before this. In Vor Game,  Miles gets his first assignment and it is not 
one he was hoping for. Kyril Island is similar to Greenland; ice packed, cold and dismal. He is to be the 
new weatherman on this outpost in the middle of nowhere. Miles being Miles, immediately gets into 
trouble as only he can, leading with his tongue. He especially gets the ire of his commander, General 
Metzov, when he sinks a scat-cat into the mud and almost kills himself in the process. This is 
compounded by his taking the wrong side in a standoff that ends up preventing  a massacre of techs by 
Metzov. 
 As a result, Miles is whisked away from Kyril Island, Metzov is dishonorably discharged, and 
Miles ends up in a weird house arrest in the ImpSec building. Emperor Gregor and Simon Illyan (head of 
Impsec), finally figure something for Miles to do that he may be good at, fieldwork intelligence. Of 
course they can't let him go unsupervised, so he has a superior with him as they go to the Hegen Hub to 
find out what is up with all the military activity. This leads to a series of events that is pure Miles and 
includes being arrested for murder, helping Gregor escape boredom and then letting him be kidnapped. 
In the end he regains control of the Dendarri mercenaries and gets Gregor back. 
 Bujold writes with a flair and dazzle that is unequaled and this installment serves up a hefty 
helping. The writing is crisp, the pacing is just right and the dialogue is outstanding. She manages to put 
Miles in the most difficult situations and manages to pull him out without contrivance.  The only 
negative I can offer on this book is that I would have expected ImpSec to do a better job of tracking 
down Gregor (he is the Emperor after all), but otherwise it is top notch. 
 If you are a fan of this series, you have probably read this one, maybe even more than once, and 
if you haven't discovered Miles Vorkosigan then get on the stick and start reading him - now! 
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